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William H. “Bill” Hancock, age 90, a resident of Belen, NM passed away on
Friday, January 10, 2014. In the last two years of his life, my father often said,
“I have lived a good life. I had a good family. I loved my family.” He repeated
this phrase often, as it was the truth of who he was in life, a man who
committed fully to family and to work, and who was admired for his leadership
and commitment in his work environments both in the U.S. Navy, as well as
for 30 years at El Paso Natural Gas Company in Gallup, New Mexico. 

 

And, he was the quintessential father, both for his two daughters, as well as
for other children who wanted to tag along, needed a bicycle fixed or someone
to listen to their stories. One recently shared that he really didn’t care for
fishing, or for fish, but he would go anywhere with my father. 

 

Bill Hancock was born in Salt Lake City, Utah on December 8, 1923. His
father, William Jay Hancock, of the Mormon faith, was in the precious metals
business. His mother, Catherine McLaughlin Hancock, a Catholic, was a
teacher who helped open schools to children of the mining families in Raton,
New Mexico, where Bill, his brother Charles and his sister Marie grew up. Bill
played basketball and football for Raton, High School, where he graduated in
1942 and soon after entered World War II through service in the U.S. Navy.



Bill also served in the Korean War. 
 

Bill met and married Ann Frances Pavletich in Raton. They had two
daughters, Mary Ellen Hancock, who lives in New York City and Belen, and
Ann Frances Hancock-Hunt, who died in 1990. At the time of his wife’s death
in 2011, Bill and Ann had been married for 65 years. They had enjoyed a long
and happy retirement in Belen, where they were parishioners of Our Lady of
Belen Parish. Bill helped organize and play in “the Gaggle” at Tierra Del Sol
Country Club in Rio Communities. A life-long golfer, Bill, played golf for 30
years with the New Mexico Seniors. 

 

Bill Hancock is preceded in death by his mother, Catherine; his father, William
Jay; his sister, Marie; his wife, Ann; and his daughter, Ann Frances. He is
survived by his daughter, Mary Ellen; his brother, Charles; his sister-in-law,
Catherine; nine nieces; and a nephew, as well as numerous grand-nieces and
grand-nephews. 
The family wishes to thank Bill’s friends and his neighbors; his caregivers
Donna, Laura, Pam and Dan; his doctors and nurses at the V.A. Hospital in
Albuquerque, especially in the GU Department, as well as the V.A.’s amazing
Geriatrics At-Home Primary Care Program; Belen’s Senior Citizens Meals on
Wheels Program; Sol Amor Hospice Group; Our Lady of Belen Parish and
Romero Funeral Home. 

 

Funeral services are being arranged through Romero Funeral Home. Services
will be held at Our Lady of Belen Catholic Church on Wednesday, January 15,
beginning with a Visitation at 10:00 a.m. with a Rosary to be recited at 10:30
a.m. and a Funeral Mass will be celebrated at 11:00 a.m. A Memorial Mass
and Interment will be forthcoming in Raton. 

 

Bill Hancock achieved an exceptional legacy: he lived a good life and he loved
his family. He was a wonderful father, friend, and neighbor, and he will forever



be remembered and loved by all who knew him. Sign Bill’s online tribute at ww
w.romerofuneralhomenm.com Romero Funeral Home, 609 N. Main St., Belen,
NM



Cemetery Details

Raton Cemetery

Raton, NM

Previous Events

Public Visitation

JAN 15. 10:00 AM (MT)

Our Lady of Belen Catholic Church
101 N. 10th Street
Belen, NM 87002

Rosary

JAN 15. 10:30 AM (MT)

Our Lady of Belen Catholic Church
101 N. 10th Street
Belen, NM 87002

Funeral Mass

JAN 15. 11:00 AM (MT)

Our Lady of Belen Catholic Church
101 N. 10th Street
Belen, NM 87002
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Dolores Garcia - January 26, 2014 at 05:16 PM

Mary Ellen, Joe T and I send you our deepest sympathy. We had
not seen your dad in quite a while, but we will always remember him
and your mom. They were both such special people. Will always
remember their visits and how kind they both were to my mom
Concha. God bless you,and thru your faith may you find peace,
comfort and consolation. Joe T and Dolores Garcia

Alvin & Lucille Green - January 17, 2014 at 09:59 PM

Dear Mary Ellen and Family members we were unable to attend the
Mass for our well known church member. We had so many friendly
encounters with him and his wife at Brunch at Isleta and of course
on the golf course. We will keep them in our prayers. 
 
Alvin & Lucille Green

susan mcgehee - January 15, 2014 at 11:11 AM

Mary Ellen, know that you are in out thoughts and prayers. God
bless you and your loved ones during this time of loss. Gordon and
Susan Mcgehee

Josephine Ricca - January 15, 2014 at 08:39 AM

Dear Mary Ellen, I wish you and your family
much strength during this most difficult. My
thoughts are with you. With deepest
sympathy, Josephine Ricca, Paul Hastings
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Marilyn Byrne - January 14, 2014 at 11:57 AM

Mary Ellen,
 May you find peace and love in the memories

you cherish.
 With Deepest Sympathies,

 Marilyn

January 14, 2014 at 09:05 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
William "Bill" H Hancock.

Barbara Flannery - January 13, 2014 at 03:13 PM

Barbara Flannery lit a candle in memory of
William "Bill" H Hancock

Diane Sue Natanson - January 13, 2014 at 02:36 PM

Dear Mary Ellen - I'm so sorry for your loss.
My thoughts are with you and your family.
Diane Sue Natanson

https://www.romerofuneralhomenm.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.romerofuneralhomenm.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Roseann Lupo - January 13, 2014 at 02:20 PM

Roseann Lupo lit a candle in memory of
William "Bill" H Hancock

Flo Chavez - January 12, 2014 at 08:10 PM

I am honored to have met Mr. Hancock, he was such a happy
person regardless of his situation he always had a smile. What a
hero. 

 I will always remember him, may he rest in peace. 
 May God Bless Mary Ellen and I will keep you in prayer, Hugs and

kisses, Flo

MD

Marcia DeIrish - January 13, 2014 at 03:57 PM

Mary Ellen, my sincerest condolences to you and your family on the
passing of your beloved father. Hope you will comforted by the
wonderful memories you shared. May his soul rest in eternal peace.


