James Brian Eppard

December 3, 1961 - April 21, 2017

James Brian Eppard, 55, passed away suddenly and peacefully at his Belen, NM home on
Friday, April 21, 2017, after a long battle with several serious illnesses. Jim was born in
Seattle, WA. Upon graduation from high school in Renton, WA, he joined the US Army as
a member of its Corps of Engineers, serving in Honduras and South Korea. Upon
discharge, he majored in aerospace studies before being hired by Boeing subsidiary
Heath-Tecna. He took medical retirement from the company after a 20-year career and
worked for several years as a dialysis technician. Jim was a motorcycle enthusiast. He,
his wife Kitty Todorovich, plus the couple’s lifelong friend Bruce Digre went on numerous
biking trips in the Pacific Northwest. Jim’s other favorite pastimes were growing bonsai
and flying kites. He studied extensively with Bonsai Master David Degroot. Before the
family moved from Washington State, Jim had cultivated 227 mature bonsai specimens
and was recognized as an expert in the art. Kitty recalls that they spent many weekends at
kite flying competitions and shows. Another of his hobbies was gun and knife collecting.
When his health began to fail, Jim and Kitty moved to Belen to be near his family. In New
Mexico, Jim took up other creative pursuits, including gourd art, painting, leather work and
jewelry making. He displayed and sold his artwork locally for several years. A music lover,
he particularly enjoyed listening to Kitty play the piano and was a devoted fan of rock
singer-songwriter Bob Seger. He relished being in the outdoors and loved animals.
Recently, he could be seen traveling Belen sidewalks in his wheelchair, accompanied by
his Rottweiler. He was known to his friends for his sharp and satirical wit. Jim is survived
by his wife of 26 years, Kitty; son, Jonathan Isaac of Vancouver, WA; mother, Charlene
Norris of Belen; lifelong friend and recent caregiver, Bruce Digre; and numerous uncles
and aunts living in Valencia County. Father Conan Gill of St. George Greek Orthodox
Church in Albuquerque will conduct graveside services at Our Lady of Belen Memorial
Gardens. Services are pending, please contact Romero Funeral Home at 505-864-8501
for further information. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Charcot Marie
Tooth Association, info@cmtausa.org. Please sign Jim’s online tribute at www.romerofune
ralhomenm.com Romero Funeral Home, 609 N. Main St. Belen, NM.
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I grew up on the same block as James and have thousands of great memories
with this man. Got to see him when | was stationed at Ft Leonardwood while he
went through his Army training. Saw him a few times after that in Renton, WA on
the old block. | am sorry to hear he has passed. Heaven has a special place for
this great man and lifelong friend!

Sincerely,
Michael J Roy

Michael J Roy - May 03, 2017 at 12:23 PM

Idamay Ballejos lit a candle in memory of James Brian |

Eppard

Idamay Ballejos - April 30, 2017 at 07:56 PM

Charlene Norris and the Eppard family. So sorry for your loss. Please accept our
sincerest condolences.
Kathy Vigil and Kathy Justus

kathy vigil - April 27, 2017 at 10:58 AM

Hey Kitty, it's Lucille. I'm so sorry for your loss. Words cannot say how much valued
your friendship over the years. God Bless you my dear friend. (5605)710-3298

Lucille Giron - April 28, 2017 at 01:03 PM

Dicky And Suzanne Romero sent a virtual gift in memory of
James Brian Eppard =

Dicky and Suzanne Romero - April 25, 2017 at 02:10 PM



